45.   NOTES

WEAVERS' COMPLAINT

With reference to the yarn sent by members under the
Ahmedabad A.LC.C. resolution, a worker writes:

The weavers arc complaining that there is no twist to the fine yarn.
A large quantity will, therefore, be useless for weaving. The spinners
seem more to have cared for the credit of having spun than for the quality
of their spinning. I think you did not handle the hanks there. Some of
the weavers are even returning the warp after sizing. Their second com-
plaint is regarding the different sizes of hanks. On account of these
avoidable defects, the weavers tell me they are not able to weave even
one yard per day and thus can hardly earn even two annas a day.

This is a legitimate complaint, I have said in these pages that
yarn that cannot be easily woven is not yarn at all, even as
bread that cannot be eaten is no bread at all. The complaint is
proof of great indifference on the part of the spinning members.
Work ill-done is sometimes worse than no work. A lawyer who
does not handle his case skilfully steals his client's money. A
doctor who carelessly treats his patient steals his patient's money
and may even be guilty of man-slaughter. Similarly, a spinner
who spins indifferently and sends yarn that is not tested steals
merit.

Under swaraj, we shall have the reins of government in our
own hands. How will it do if the officials skip over their work,
as spinners seem to have skipped over their spinning? Spinning
is a simple operation but it is a test of our merit. In that sense,
any other such work will no doubt be an equal test. But spin-
ning has been selected as it is the most needed in the country.
There can be only one universal test and, in order to be uni-
versal, it should be simple, easy to learn, and should occupy the
least time of each individual, so as to leave him or her free to
devote time and attention to other pursuits, whether public or
private. That test is spinning, and if even those who do take it
up do their work negligently, indifferently or unskilfully, they will
have failed in the easiest practical test imaginable. It may be that
people do not like spinning or do not believe in it. Then, the
straightest course would be not to spin at all* But to spin without
putting one's heart into it is to deceive oneself and the nation.